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About the same time an embassy came from the Ottoman
Sultan Bdyazid II (A.D. 1481-1512) to  offer

Turkish Embassy                              .                    v                  ,         J      '

"suitable gifts aftd presents    and congratula-

tions on Shah Isma'iTs conquest of 'Iraq and
Firs. They were dismissed with robes of honour and assur-
ances of Ismail's friendly sentiments, but were compelled to
witness several executions, including, perhaps, that of the
philosopher and judge Mir Husayn-i-Maybudi1, wkose chief
offence seems to have been that he was a "fanatical Sunnf."
Persian kings were disposed to take this means of impressing
foreign envoys with their "justice" ; Clavijo relates a similar
procedure on the part of Ti'miir2, and* Shih Isma'iTs son
and successor Tahmasp sought to impress and intimidate
Humiyiin's ambassador Bayrdm Beg by putting to death
in his presence a number of heretics3. To the Turkish envoys
it would naturally be particularly disagreeable to witness
the execution of a learned Sunni doctor by those whom
they regarded as detestable schismatics.

Of the increasingly strained relations between Turkey and
Persia, culminating in the Battle of Chaldiran (August, 1 5 14),
we shall have to speak very shortly, but we must first con-
clude our brief survey of Shah Isma'iTs career of conquest
To describe in detail his incessant military activities would
be. impossible in a work of the scope and character of this
book, and only the barest summary is possible.

During the years A.H. 911-915 (A.D. 1506-1510) Shdh
T tnt           Isma'fl was for the most part busy in the West

Isma'fl's con-                                                                   r                7

questm the west, He first entered Hamadan and visited the tomb
A.D. 15 -isw.      .                         Sahl 'AH.  A serious revolt

1  His commentary on the Hiddya is still the favourite text-book for
beginners in philosophy*   See also Brockelmann's Gesch. d* Arab.
Litt^ vol. ii, p. 210, and Rieu, JS.Jkf.P.C, p. 1077.

2  Embassy to the Court of Timour, A.D. 1403-6, published by the
Hakluyt Society, 1859, pp. 149-150.

3  W. Erskine's History of India^ etc. (London, 1854), vol. if, p, 281.